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Recruits get rare behind-
the-scenes racing tour
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National Guard Bureau Staff Sgt. Francisco Golon briefed RSP

Cod

Warriors and guests

of safety and rules, before giving a tour of the garage and pits at the Kansas
Speedway. (Photo by Spc. Jessica Rohr, 105th MPAD)

As RSP Warriors and guests were getting a tour of the garage an
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d pits at the

Kansas Speedway by the National Guard Bureau, they got an up close view of the
#88 National Guard car as the pit crew was moving it from the garage to its place in
line for the race. (Photo by Spc. Jessica Rohr)

By Spc. Jessica Rohr, 105th MPAD

Nine newly recruited Soldiers from the
Kansas Army National Guard Recruit
Sustainment Program were selected to
attend the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series at
the Kansas Speedway on Sept. 28. The
recruits, sometimes called RSP Warriors,
were invited by the National Guard Bureau
to experience a day of racing, an insider’s
tour of the race pit and a chance to meet
with race car driver Dale Earnhardt Jr.

During every Sprint Cup Series race the
National Guard Bureau teams up with the
local state recruiting offices to give new
recruits the chance to experience some-
thing truly unforgettable. The RSP
Warriors and a few privileged fans were
selected to receive an all-inclusive V.I.P
pass to the National Guard’s fully loaded
and secluded bus, located on the infield of
the race track. Once there, they would be
graciously catered to and later able to
watch the race from a prime vantage point
atop the bus roof.

Before the race began, however, the
group received a guided tour of the garage
and pit areas. The tour took them through
the #88 National Guard/Amp maintenance
trailer, where they were allowed to see all
the gear and spare parts, as well as meet
some of the maintenance crew members.
The visit gave the young Warriors a rare
behind-the-scenes view that not many are
permitted to witness. One RSP Warrior,
Monte Arzate, was amazed at the opportu-
nity they were being given.

“Knowing that I am experiencing some-
thing that not all get to is exciting. I would

have never guessed that I would be doing
this because I enlisted into the Kansas
National Guard,” said Arzate.

But the best experience was yet to come.
Between all the sights and tours, the
Warriors got a one-on-one meet ‘n greet
with Dale Earnhardt Jr. Earnhardt, the five-
time consecutive winner of the NASCAR’s
Most Popular Driver Award and current
driver of the #88 National Guard spon-
sored Chevy, sat down and discussed his
passions for driving, his expectations for
the day’s race and why he enjoys working
with the National Guard.

“It has been a very good relationship
with the Guard for me,” said Earnhardt.
“The marketing crew for the National
Guard is more ‘blue-collar’ than Corporate
America and so it’s a whole lot easier to
communicate what we want from each
other. I get to work with everyday people,
rather than someone that has no clue about
racing.”

In doing all of this, the Guard’s recruit-
ing command staff hopes that the RSP
troops will spread the word to their friends
and family members about the amazing
experiences the Guard has given them.
Staff Sgt. Francisco Golon of the National
Guard Bureau NASCAR Team explained,
“This is their first idea of the National
Guard and it makes them more apt to tell
others about what is going on and what the
National Guard is all about.”

This once-in-a-lifetime experience for
nine Warriors from the Kansas Army
National Guard Recruit Sustainment
Program is sure to be with them forever.
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Reeve retires from 35th Division

By Lt. Col. Rex Johnson
35th Divison Public Affairs
Brig. Gen. Stewart A. Reeve retired
effective Oct. 15, 2008, after 36 years of

military service.
Reeve recently served as the deputy com-

manding general of pum

the 35th Infantry

Division in Fort {45 .

Leavworth, Kan., a | *;L!r

position that he has
held since 2004. !
During his tour, he , )
has had the oppor- 4
tunity to take part

in three internation-
al missions, as well |j

as Hurricane Brig. Gen. Stewart
Katrina relief opera- A. Reeve
tions in 2005.

“It has been phenomenal being able to
wear the uniform of the U.S. Army and
being affiliated with people who do,” said
Reeve.

During his service, Reeve had gained the
respect and admiration of other Soldiers.
He was seen as a leader to both his
Soldiers and his commanding officers.

“General Reeve was a confidant of
mine, one that I always depended on to
make the right decision,” said Maj. Gen.
M. Wayne Pierson, 35th Division com-
mander. “He was helpful in setting up an
environment to make our Soldiers success-
ful. We will miss him. We are better off
having had him in our ranks.”

During his career, Reeve had participat-
ed in training in Norway, Honduras,
Poland, Ukraine and Japan. He commented
that some of the most memorable experi-
ences have been training exercises with
our international allies.

“As a lieutenant colonel I had the oppor-
tunity to be one of the first folks, at least
as far as I could tell, to go to Poland in
1997 and work on an exercise called Brave

Eagle,” said Reeve. "They were just mak-
ing the transition in 1997 from the old
Soviet Union, the old communist bloc, to
becoming part of the western world.”

“Here it is 30 years later and we are now
allies working on a new problem,” Reeves
added. “Don’t be surprised if in the next
20 years, people who were your ‘enemies’
today are your allies tomorrow.”

Reeve also had the opportunity to work
in multinational environments while serv-
ing with the 35th. He took part in two
Yama Sakura exercises with Japan, as well
as Tiger Balm with Singapore.

Reeve began his career on active duty in
1972 after graduating from the University
of Illinois. He was encouraged by his
father, a noncommissioned officer during
World War II, to enter the ROTC program.
Upon graduation, he was commissioned as
a second lieutenant on active duty, serving
at Fort Carson, Colo.

He initially planned to serve a few years
on active duty and then get out of the serv-
ice. However, after serving for three years,
Reeve decided he wanted to continue his
military career part time. So he decided to
become a part-time Soldier.

Reeve joined an Army Reserve Special
Forces unit out of Arlington Heights, Ill.,
after he left active duty. Just over a year
later, Reeve transferred to the Illinois
National Guard.

Reeve and his wife, Lela, live in
Springfield, Ill. They have two sons, ages
33 and 31. The oldest lives in Nashville,
where he and his wife are expecting a
daughter in February. This will be the first
grandchild for the Reeves. The younger son
is a computer programmer in St. Louis.

When asked what he will do with his
spare time now that he does not have a
Guard commitment, Reeve said that he
plans to pursuc a master’s degree. He is
also looking to become licensed as a nurs-
ing home administrator.

Flag returned to Greensburg

By Maj. DeAnn Barr
184th Intelligence Wing Public Affairs

Nearly 18 months after recovering a flag
from the rubble left in the wake of the
May 2006 catastrophic tornado, members
of the Kansas Air National Guard present-
ed the restored Old Glory to town leaders
in a Veteran’s Day Ceremony on Nov. 11,
2008, at Greensburg High School.

Attended by the entire 200-person student
body of Greensburg, Gene West, chairman
of the Kiowa County Commission, accepted
the flag on behalf of the community.

“That is one thing we don’t have much
of here any more, is part of our past,” said
West. “We are very pleased to have part of
our history returned to us, to have it
become part of our future. It’s really
important to us.”

In the days surrounding the disaster,
many members of the 184th Intelligence
Wing, Kansas National Guard, worked in
Greensburg providing relief efforts to the
town of 1,400 which was destroyed by an

EF-5 tornado.

A local man approached a 184th
Guardsmen with a flag he had picked out of
the rubble, and asked the Guard to tend to it.

Senior Master Sgt. Bill Angstadt said
they took the flag back to base, had it
washed and mended, then folded into a
display case. To him it seemed fitting to
return the flag to the community during the
Veteran’s Day ceremony.

“I hope returning the flag helps bring
closure to the disaster for this town,” said
Master Sgt. James Helms, an Honor Guard
member who participated in the presenta-
tion ceremony.

“Hope can come out of bad things and
that flag, based on what it stands for,
brings hope.” said Helms.

The flag will find a permanent home on
the walls of the new Court House once
reconstruction is complete, said West.

“It’s awesome,” said Peter Blanton, a
Greensburg physical education instructor.
“It’s our community coming back together.”
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Gene West, chairman of the Kiowa County Commission accepts a flag recovered

from the Greensburg tornado. (Photo by Maj. DeAnn Barr)



